


Supported by London Councils Law Centres 
are working together to deliver a free specialist legal advice service
 on education matters across London. 

Law Centres work with young people and their parents/carers, 
community groups, schools and professionals to ensure that young
 people are given the right support to remain in education. 

Why is this service needed?

• In 2006-7 1,420 children were permanently
  excluded from school in London.
   
• Children and young people with Special 
 Education Needs (SEN) are at least 3 times 
 more likely to be excluded from school. 

• Exclusions disproportionately affect Gypsy, 
 Roma and Traveller children, Caribbean 
 boys, children eligible for free school meals, 
 children in care, young carers, and teenage 
 mothers.

• The decision to permanently exclude a 
 child can have long-term and damaging 
 consequences for their future life 
 opportunities. 

• The Youth Justice Board found that 72% 
 of offenders had been excluded from 
 school, and that excluded pupils are more 
 likely to commit serious offences such 
 carrying a knife or hurting someone. 

• The annual cost of school exclusions is 
 estimated to be £406 million: The average 
 excluded child costs £63,851 in terms 
 of future lost earnings resulting from poor 
 qualifi cations. 

(Information from Department for Children, 
Schools and Families, Save the Children  
and the Princes Trust Report The Cost of 
Exclusion)

Legal advice as part of the solution 

The London Law Centres Education Legal Advice Service 
delivers legal advice and representation around the 
following issues:

• Exclusions - fi xed term and permanent
• Special educational needs – the statementing process,  
 SENDIST (special educational needs and disability   
 tribunal) appeals, annual reviews, transport requests
• School admissions and appeals 
• Bullying
• Complaints to schools, Colleges, Universities, Local  
 Education Authority
• Further and higher education matters, i.e. Education  
 Maintenance Allowance (EMA), withdrawals from   
 course, eligibility as home students

Law Centre Advisers offer advice and representation, 
explain the processes to young people / parents / carers, 
coordinate referrals to other specialist support agencies, 
and train other youth services.

Appointments are offered at local Law Centres, but advisers 
can carry out home visits for those with mobility issues.  

If you, your child, or someone you know needs legal 
advice around education, please contact your nearest 
participating Law Centre for an appointment.

thank you for putting things right and saving 
my education – I will not let you down as 
well as myself and my family. I am happy 
now at my school and I owe it all to you

Letter from an education client to education solicitor,
 Streetwise Law Centre. 
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